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Today’s Outline 

•Eugene’s Climate and Energy Action Plan 

•Counting carbon – GHG inventories 

•Eugene’s CEAP recommendations 

•Signs of progress 

•Food for thought 

 



Eugene Climate and Energy 
Action Plan 

Eugene’s first CEAP approved by 
City Council in September  2010 



GOALS: 
 

1) Reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
         2) Reduce fossil fuel use 50% 

by 2030. 
 

         3) Identify adaptations to  
    climate change. 
 

        4) Identify adaptations to rising 

fossil       fuel prices. 

Eugene Climate and Energy  
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Sector based greenhouse gas 
inventory 

Eugene 2005 CO2 Emissions
from Fossil Fuels by Sector
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Eugene Sector-based GHG 
inventory (2007) 



System-based greenhouse gas 
inventory 

Portland Metro System-based 
GHG inventory (2010) 



Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions and 
Materials Management 

 

“Waste Management” or “Discards Management” is 
a Subset of Materials Management 

“Zero Waste” (at disposal sites) 
≠ Zero Emissions 



Materials 
Management 

Discards 
Management 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions and 
Materials Management 

 

“Waste Management” or “Discards Management” is 
a Subset of Materials Management 



Plan broken into six sections: 

Eugene Climate and Energy  
Action Plan 

Buildings and Energy 

Food and Agriculture 

Land use and Transportation 

Consumption and Waste 

Health and Social Services 

Urban Natural Resources 
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions and 
Materials Management 



Specific recommendations: 

Follow research and incorporate findings from: 
  

 

EPA West Coast Forum on Climate 
Change and Materials Management  

http://captoolkit.wikispaces.com/ 

http://captoolkit.wikispaces.com/


 Lobby at the state level for 

better product labeling including 
GHG emissions labeling. 

Upstream Recommendations: 



  
Educate businesses and residents about the 

role of consumption in GHG emissions  

Upstream Recommendations: 



Upstream Recommendations: 

 Set targets and create measurements to increase 

the effectiveness of current sustainable purchasing 
policies 

 

 

 



Upstream Recommendations: 

 Reduce public agency purchase of greenhouse 

gas-intensive goods by 2014. 



Downstream Recommendations: 

 Enact a local ordinance to increase waste 

recovery rates from commercial and multi-
family buildings 

 

 



Downstream Recommendations: 

 Enact an ordinance requiring all construction 

and demolition waste be sorted for reusable 
or recyclable materials 



Downstream Recommendations: 

 Establish a composting facility that can  

 accept food wastes 

Develop a food waste collection program  
and rate structure 



Downstream recommendations: 

 Conduct a pilot project at the 

municipal wastewater treatment 
plant to co-digest food waste and 
biosolids to generate electricity 

 

 



 Signs of progress 

 One local commercial composting facility has a 

permit to accept food waste - and expects to 
begin accepting all types of food waste in July 
2011.  

 

 



  Signs of progress 

We are currently creating an internal operations 
zero waste plan. 

 

 

 

 



 Signs of Progress 

Preparing an education campaign – drawing 
on the work of others 

And….Policy Interactive 



Food for thought 
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“Looking ahead 50 years from today, do you think global 
warming will be a major threat to human life on  

earth, a minor threat, or not a threat?” 
(Oregon & USA Compared) 
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n=1002 

Source: PolicyInteractive public opinion research - www.policyinteractive.org 



Food for thought 
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“Our country would be a better place if 
we all consumed less.” 

(V1A)  (PI November 2008 n=400) 

Source: PolicyInteractive public opinion research - www.policyinteractive.org 



Food for thought 
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Political Party Ideology Comparison 
Compare Global Warming / Consume less  
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Source: PolicyInteractive public opinion research - www.policyinteractive.org 
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